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5% mark of mission: To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth

Church of England

The CofE 2026 Connect Conference for Diocesan and Net Zero Carbon Officers took place at the end of March. 42
dioceses took part. Since the last Synod | have received the following report from Erica Siddall, Strategic Net Zero
Carbon Lead in the diocese. ‘The conference was a big success and has given me a lot to think about in the following
weeks. It was well-attended and | was invited to present about our net zero progress on the “Inspiration Panel”, about
some behind-the-scenes work we have been doing to improve the energy efficiency of our clergy houses. It was
helpful to learn from other Dioceses about what is going well for them, and also to see the diversity in how creation
care/net zero carbon is managed. Similarly, this was the first conference where there was an ecumenical panel, and it
was interesting to hear how the Methodist church, Church Army and Catholic Church approach this topic.

Erica is always interested to have our thoughts on how Gloucester Diocesan Board of Finance (GDBF) can better
support us as we transition to a more ecological and just way of being.

Diocesan Update

Following the Ecochurch contact survey that Katherine Clamp circulated to all churches in April, Bishop Rachel has
invited all those for whom they now have contact, to a garden party at Bishopscourt to celebrate the work they are
doing to care for the environment in our worshipping communities. | know from feedback received that this invitation
has been much appreciated.

Stroud Deanery

Sustainable Church Flowers (SCF)

Following the General Synod motion calling on churches to rethink how floral arrangements are sourced and arranged,
Stroud and Cirencester Deaneries are hosting another event, at Holy Trinity Minchinhampton. This is fully booked with
church flower arrangers coming from thirty-five parishes. In addition to recognising that SCF principles are now very
much main stream, there has been an additional welcome outcome for these events. It has been an opportunity to
recognise and thank, those often-unsung heroes who brave cold churches and cold water to offer beauty to God with
flowers which is truthful, shaped by justice and mindful of creation.

Managing our Churchyards for Nature Recovery and Biodiversity

Earlier this month over twenty people gathered at St Stephen’s Church, Moreton Valence at the invitation of the
wardens and PCC. This was the third in a series looking at ‘Managing Our Churchyards for Biodiversity and Nature’ held
at different church locations each time. Planned and hosted by Churchwarden Sally van Eeghen and her team of
helpers, there were people from ten churches, across three deaneries — nature knows no borders and neither do we. It
was another great opportunity for sharing ideas, successes and challenges and to support and encourage each other. A
strong thread running through the afternoon was the example of volunteers coming from the wider community -
churchyards often prove to be a positive way to draw people in. We were joined as on previous occasions by Rebecca
Charley, strategic lead for Nature Recovery and Biodiversity for Stroud District Council. Rebecca stressed how important
churchyard habitats are, as part of the bigger landscape picture, helping as stepping stones to link them up. Keep up
the good work was the message.

Other events with an environmental and climate focus

National Emergency Briefing - Last November the UKs leading climate and nature experts briefed MPs and other
business and community leaders on the risks, impact and solutions to the climate emergency.

Churches and community groups are being encouraged to host a screening of this film to prompt discussion in their
own context. Full details here www.nebriefing.org You might find it helpful to see the film yourself before deciding
whether to host a showing in your own church or community. All the showings are easy to find on the web site.

Letters from the Global South Exhibition 4th - 7th July in the St John Parish Church Cirencester.

This is a free interactive exhibition suitable for all ages. Using letters and artwork from children on the frontline of the
climate and nature crisis it gives visitors an insight from their perspective, into what is happening elsewhere in the
world and what we can do in own communities to help.

The A Rocha Eco church survey includes the following: 'Our churches work in partnership with other organisations on
environmental and/or climate justice issues, locally, nationally or globally.’ This exhibition is a good prompt to us to
do just this.
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